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would neceſſarily have acknowledged, though 
not without reluctance, at leaft ſome of the 
errors which were pointed out to him. 


Whether, as he inſinuates in the adyertiſe- 


ment to his notes, he had collected the ma- 
' terials of his hiſtory from original Authors; 
or whether, as he ſeems to confeſs in his 


Vindication *, * he was indebted for a great ; 


part of them to the induſtry of modern com- 
piles, he Was equally liable to err in many 

: -inftances. The public will ever place to the 
account of human caſualties, the undeſigned 
-omitfions, miſtakes, | and overſights of an 
Author, ſo long as he is ready to renounce 
them upon conviction. The man of real 
candour — an error pointed out to him 
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much 13 dilculiion . che fas to which 

they alluded, and of the authorities upon 
which they were grounded. I had ſuppoſed 
he might have undertaken to juſtify ſome, 
to explain and qualify others; but that he | 
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5 by an cn with. as mich earneſtne! FE 
as he adopts a truth which. he himſelf has 

| diſcovered. Inſtead of 2 cool and candid diſ- 


cuſſion of my remarks, the Author has pub- 5 


| liſhed a looſe and angry declamation upon 
the vague and trite topic of religious. preju- 
dices, ſharpened with, what he thought, the i 
de pater of perſonal ws | 


Tam willing to attribute 450 nber be- 
FR to an unreflecting indi gnation „which 
cooler judgment would have moderated, and 


which natural good breeding would have 


ſtifled. In the whole ſeries of my remarks, 
I made not one perſonal reflection upon the 
Author's character, or even upon his private 
opinions. I neyer once employed the aſperity 5 
5 of reproach, the ſneer of contempt, or the 
diſgrace of ſeurrility; they are weapons I 
have never known the uſe of. Nor could I 
have expected an attack from them by an ad- 
vocate for decorum, an Author of diſtin- 
guiſhed merit and candour, and a man of 
%%%%%%%ꝙ%% 8 liberal 
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liberal Re polite ſentiment.” The Nabe ä 
doubtleſs will require no further reaſon, why . 
1 have not addreſſed theſe ſheets wanne * 10 | 


2 hat xk WY 8 ther readers, i in OY 
treatiſe above-mentioned, that, Fame was 
4 bis motive, the reward of bis labours +. The 
ſole object of mine was the inveſtigation of 0 
truth. My reward was the aſſurance of many : - 
learned and ref pectable friends, that it had ö 
not deſerted me. And notwithſtanding he 
55 chuſes to fetter down my aſſent to the unex- 
; amined teftimony of eccleſiaſtical facts &, yet 
it was in ſearch of truth that I read his hi- | 
tory 3 ; and in order to proceed the more cau- 
tiouſly, I made my remarks upon it long 
before 1 had entertained an idea, much leſs 1 
formed the reſolution of dan them 5 
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4 1 


The 1 love e of fame, like that of dominion, 5 


1 generally quarrelſome ; T an happily : a 


ſtranger it, and, had I conſulted only my 
own eaſe and inclination, I ſhould now be 
klent; but the cauſe of truth, in which alone 
Y 1 am engaged, requires that ſome more in- 
: formation be given to the Public, which I 
flatter myſelf I ſhall be able to effect without | 
perfonal altercation, „ or dhe lo loſs of temper *. 
As I undertake it however with reluctance, 


TP will We to conclude 3 it with the utmoſt 5 
ee 1 | : 


I 4665 chat ods 61 thinking, and 1 pro- 5 
feſs thoſe principles, which my reaſon directs : 
me to adhere | to. I never aſſerted, - do n not 

05 alle rt that theſe are to bed embraced without 
inquiring into the veracity of the facts upon 
which they are grounded. He has, Ip pre- 
ſume, regulated his ſyſtem upon thoſe diſco- 


veries, , which have been the conſequence. of | 
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bours ! Sed quid non mortalia pectora cogit 
Fame ſacra fames? A man undertakes to 


5 ſupport the credit of an Hiſtorian, the re- 
«© putation of a ſcholar, and the honor and 
_ £© veracity of A, gentleman *,” „by a — 9 . 


tion which amounts to little more than per- 


- ſonal invective, and the piteous and obſolete 
charge of religious prejudices! The Public 


is by this time callous to the cry of prejudice. 


It has been for ſome years the common war- 
hoop of all the pretended philoſophers, from 
5 the hermit of Fernay down to the ee in- 


fignificant of his voteries. | 


* Vindic. p. 7. 


Y 10 1 %% ĩ ùx 
his inquiry and examination. Whether „ 
has terminated in a ſyſtem of religion or irre- 
bigion, 1 leave to the readers of his hiſtory to 
determine: ſuch as it is, his continued vein 
of eloquence and- perſuaſion was the ſureſt 
mode of conveying it into the generality of 
: his readers ; „ and the rapid fale of his work 
: muſt have. fatisfied his moſt aſpiring 5 
fame. Such has been the reward of his la- 
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"The baſis of the Author S wiki ſuper- . 


i ſtructure 3 is the free and uncontrouled uſe of 


our reaſon. But upon what principle of free- 


: dom can he claim to himſelf the excluſiye = 


privilege of communicating his thoughts =: 
the Public? He has contradicted, he has at- 
tempted to refute the opinions of many mil- 


lions. 1 have, with * decent freedom, at- 


tacked ſome of the Author 8 aſſertions, and 7 


controverted ſome of the opinions which he 


has openly avowed, and endeavoured to ef 
tabliſh. Which of the two has the greater 
5 ſhare of right? Let it only be ſuppoſed equal; 


what could ſo vehemently have excited his 


: indignation againſt the reverend Gentleman 


and myſelf, who have but taken the liberty 


of defending publickly our opinions by ex- 


amining the attack which he had made upon 
15 


them. 1 have done it, he- ſays, without 


provocation, and without tenderneſs * *. I have 


ſpoken e to the firſt bar of on 


» Polferipe, p. 14 7. | 
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| charge, but 1 confeſs I know not what he 
. means by the latter: I made my remarks 
2 without any reſentment; 3 1 have expreſſod 


them without any acrimony : they contain 
no perſonal abuſe. Where then has been, my 


» ' = "OS; a 


| want of tenderneſs? If i it has been 1 in too 


: rigorous 2 an examination of the. truth, I fear 
8 indeed the unbiaſſed and obſervant part of his 


. 


: readers will with reaſon accuſe me of having 
: been too o tender, | | 


4 By a Gentleman. 


"5 profeſs. I ill — 5 no . a can 
be leſs aſſuming than this. W hen an anony- 


15 mous Author ſuppreſſes his name for fear of 


detection, he ſedulouſſy ſecretes his perſon 


even from the publiſher and his own ac- 
| quaintance 3 : 


: 5 * 4 
. * x * 


The yok 5 my = 5 againſt "ns ſeems. 
to have, originated from the very title page, | 
« A few Remarks on the Hiſtory of the 
= Decline and F all of the Roman Empire, 
5 on relative chiefly to the two laſt Chapters. 


18 


„ 


quaintance; ; my conduct was quite the re- 5 
verſe. If it was my inclination not to prefix 
my name to the work, I had no other ap- 
pellation left to me than that of a Gentleman. 
"Tf the appellation 1 is Vague *, it is the more 
| harmleſs; $i if emphatic +, not the leſs proper. 
1 cannot flatter myſelf that the expreſlic ion of, 
my name could poſſibly. have added the leaſt 
| weight to the juſtice or truth of my remarks ;. 
nor can 1; conceive a reaſon why the ſup- 5 
preſſion of it ſhould weaken their effect. „ 
this be the caſe, and as Fame was not my _ 
motive for publication, why was it neceſſary 
to ſupport the right, of my aſſertions. by the 
credit of my name ? If, as the Author fre- 
quentiy profeſſes, pb. alone has, been his 
guide, how is it poſſible that the difference : 
of this immaterial circumſtance ſhould have : 
made him either the more candid, or the leſs 
5 partial? Would he have told more truth to 
me, if my 1 name bad been prefixed, than he 5 


e b. 14%%ñ + bis. + Ibid. 


has * 


us 1 


Hay t to the anonymous Gentleman? Would . 
= he have given more credit to the former, | 
than he does to the latter? Would he have 
read his remarks with leſs partiality? Would 
he have treated his perſon with leſs or more 
freedom? The writer, whoſe motive is Fame, - 
the Author, whoſe ſuperior talents- claim 
chat right to it, Which he ſo indiſputably 
poſſeſſes, ſeldom favors the Public with a 
production of genius but under the patronage 
of his own name. But the man, who in 
ſearch of truth aſpires to nothing more than 
the patient and impartial induſtry of examin- 
1 ing, comparing, or tranſcribing the quota- 


tions of others, more modeſtly drops his 
name, as he does not alſume the rights of an 
Author. $50 by 


& There lies "TG us, he is ; pleaſed 


„ to fay, a broad and unfathomable gulph; 
1 and the heavy miſt of prejudice and ſu- 
40 perſtition, which has i in a great meaſure 


been diſpelled by the free inquiries of the 


% preſent 


- 2 ww 
3 j x . 


| %s. 1 


« oreſent! age, {till continues to involve the 


„ mind of his adverſary. He fondly em- 
6 braces thoſe phantoms (for inſtance, an 
imaginary Pilate) which can ſearcely find 


—_ 
N 


a ſhelter in the gloom. of an Italian con- 
« vent *. | 


- 


There lies . the nog ce 


gulþh berween him and every. other perſon, 
who believes that Pilate was not a mere ima- 


ginary phantom; but a real perſon. And 
does the Author really think that Pilate | 


never did exiſt? For if words mean any 


thing, the phantom of an imaginary perſon im- 


ports the denial of his real exiſtence. If his 

penetrating eye can carry him acroſs his own 
unfathomable gulph, it will ſtill be difficult 
to aſcertain the immenſe numbers of all 
countries and of all ages who crowded the 


the oppoſite ſhore. It was ſtrangely impoli- 
tical, in a work dae written to eſtab- 


belege. . 
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imm 4 in aha: eyes of che Public aloe = 
candour and fincerity, to degrade to the rank 
of fables, thoſe very ſcriptures for which in 
other places he exprefles a great degree of 
veſpect. Different as my opinions may be 
from thoſe of the Author, I am not ſingular 
in that reſpect; I am ſupported by the faith 
1 „ of every man, who will not, with the 1 
: 3 [= thor, ſubſcribe to the opinions of 1 Clerc *, 
ö 5 an avowed Socinian, who has denied the i in- 
| 1 ſpiration of the holy ſcriptures, who has ridi- 
=. culed the miracles both of the Old and New 
5 Teſtament, who has attempted to call in 
| queſtion the myſtery of the Trinity, and the 5 
incarnation of the Son of God. T am coun- 


tenanced by all thoſe who refuſe to give to 

Nero the appellation of humane +, or agree 

with him in calling idolatry the religion "= ” 
g nature] 1. Great as this difference may be 

En between the Author and myſelf, yet he is 

=, : ftilt the man, Who aſſures his e that 9 5 
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E 5 
of 1 * ſubject is of ſuch a reſpectable na- 
ture, that it ought not to be lightly mat 


« lated by the rude. hand of n llc” 


* ; 


and my mode of thinking goes till far- 


* 


ther. I acknowledge (with a peculiar de- 


gree of pride in the preſent. age) that I 
a admit the neceſſity of ſome religion, and 
that I prefer the Chriſtian! religion to all 

others. I avow publicly, that I am not 
| the Sceptic who doubts the exiſtence of a 


Pilate, or of any other fact, which is aſ- 


_* Viz. of Chriſtianity, ] Vindie, p. 5. 


C 1, a 


1 1 altos hs 3 Author's Wa 
| 805 afforded to the Public ſome informa- 
tion, and a much larger ſhare of amuſe- 
ment. But I muſt own that 1 alſo differ 
from Num in the idea of every thing he. 
calls information.” There is uſually a double 
ſignificancy in the application of the mo- 
dern © phraſes, Philoſo phy, Free- thinking, 
enlightened Age, &c. I will not diſſemble 
that the difference between the Author's 
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ſerted by the canonical writers of the holy 


Scriptures. As to other ecceſiaſtical facts, 


I profeſs that I give the fame and no greater 
degree of credit to them, than I do to the 


moſt indifferent actions of perſons recorded 
in profane hiſtory. Admitting the poſſibi- 
lity, I weigh the degree of probability, and 
refuſe or admit my affent according to the = 
credibility of the original author or authors 


who report the facts. The liberal Ctitic 
makes allowances: for the partiality of party- 
prejudices; but at the ſame time he does 
not forget that favourable circumſtances 
will generally be omitted by the adverſe 
party. If they are credibly related by one 
party, and not contradifted by the contem- 


temporary opponents, ſome preſumption of 
their veracity may from thence be drawn; 
and that generally in proportion to the im- | 
portance and conſequence 'of which the 
facts in queſtion are to the cauſe, 


In the ſeventh page of his Vindication, 
the uche tells his readers, that the dif- 
GS ferent | 


„„ 
. ferent miſrepreſentations of which he 
„% (Mr. Davis) has drawn out the i ignomi- 


+ minious Catalogue would materially af. 


«6 


128 


fect his credit as an Hiſtorian, his reputa- 
tion as a Scholar, and even his honour 
* and veracity as a Gentleman.” If he en- 
tertains a ſimilar idea of the Catalogue which 
I have drawn out, he has adopted a very 
novel method of clearing himſelf of the 
imputation. He aſſures the Public that 
the objections . are of ſo brittle a ſub- 
bo ſtance that they fall in pieces as ſoon as 


they are touched“. One ſtroke then of | 


tis deſtructive Pen . have ſhattered the 


whole collective maſs. But they ſtill re- 
main untouched, and the Public muſt judge 
if they retain their full force. Here an 
Author pronounces a very ſummary judg- 
ment in his own cauſe. But does not a 


vindication require Eat beyond this 


* talk of aſſurance? 5 


* Poltſeript, o x6} 


Ca 5 The 


/ 


8 


i 20 1 | 
The Author has ſingled out one en 
a among my Remarks, of which he has 
deighed to take any particular notice. To 
this I ſhall beg leave to ſpeak- more fully 
_ hereafter, and, in the mean time, only ob- 
| ſerve that he introduces the - ſubject with 
this very formal declaration: „I ſearch- 
e ed for ſome time before I was able to 
66 diſcover an example of ſome moment 
% where the Gentleman has fairly ſtaked his 
« veracity againſt ſome poſitive fact afſerted 
« in the two laſt chapters of my Hiſtory, | 
„ Kc. * If the Author has not ſearc held 
with more attention the numerous volumes 
in folio of the Greek and Latin fathers, than 
he has my ſmall Engliſh pamphlet, little is 
he intitled to that humble Merit of diligence | 
and accuracy which he claims in the adver- 
tiſement to his notes. The lüghteſt de- 
gree of attention would have pointed out, 
both before and after the paſſage alluded 
to, ſeveral remarks in which I had fairly b 


* Poliſeript, p. 150. 


ſtaked 


FE © 
8 * ; 


e 
ſtaked my veracity againſt ſome poſitive 
fact aſſerted in his Hiſtory. This muſt be 
clearly obvious to every reader. In the 
mean while I will briefly appeal to the Pub- | 
lic, if they had not a right to be ſatisfied on 
ſeveral other articles to which he has choſen 
to be utterly filent. Truth is an immacu- 
late mirrour, Which the ſlighteſt breath of 


miſrepreſentation, inconſiſtency, or falſe- 
ä hood tarniſhes. : 


In Page 9 of my Remarks, 


"Phe Author <a that hs N 
T clemency of Conſtantine, and the re- 
«6. 1terated treaſons of Maximian, &c. are 
s deſtitute of any hiſtorical foundation.“ 
Aurelius Victor and Eutropius, as quoted 
in the ſame page, flatly contradict the lat- 
ter part of his aſſertion. Why did he not 
prove that they were not credible Hiſto- 
rians, or that my quotations out of them 
were falſe ? | 
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Have we - not 1 . to be . 5 the 
particular reaſon, why the learned Euſebius 
was more ſafely to be relied upon than the ve- 
bement 7. ertullian, or the credulous Epipha- | 
nius That ſame Euſebius, whom at other 
times he ſtiles the courtly bj iſhop, a writer 
who has violated one of the fundamental lawws 


of hi Rory, an eee Equivecator. 


pig: I 16. 


In blaming Tertullian for his panegyrio 
on the rath action of the chriſtian ſoldier, 
who threw away his crown of Laurel, why 
did he not convince the unlearned part of 
: his readers at leaſt, that laurum i in manũ geſ 
are, was to throw 1 it t away? 2 


| Thidem, 


When he aſſerts that all Pg cds: * 


Tuſtin Martyr c down to  Lafantius, maintain 
e 


N 23 "4 
and deſcribe the ſyſtem of Milkenium 2 as re 
ceived by the general conſent of the chriſtians 
of their own times, I expreſly cited Juſtin | 
Martyr's own words that many, who are 
«6 of pure and pious chriſtian ſentiments, do 
6s. not think ſo.” Why did not the Author 
explain to us how that could be a general 
5 opinion to which many did not accede ? The 


diſſent of few makes an opinion general; A 
| the diffent of none, makes it univerfal. | 


"ow. 19. 


The Author had Ms that leut 
diſclaimed the gift of tongues. I ſhewed 
that he only diſclaimed the powers of ora- 
tory, and the elegance of ſtyle. 5 Orationis 
_ artem quam non didicimus.“ * 


Page ä 24. | 


His aſſertion from Teerullias, os. 6 very 
« few Chriſtians bad ſuffered by the execu- 


' uf tioner except on account of religion,” is 
"ny 


8 88 


_ 1, F : 
Fd 
— 8 5 6 
. * kN 7 A | 


* 


FF 


unfairly quoted: *His-wotds: are, as I have 
a ah not one. "Nemo le: Chr: bs | 


E : * © 8 
mY - 2437 y a WAS os * : 2 % a f * 3 - 5 


\ 


d 


To 3 "OE Ro * * us, that 
14 he renounced thoſe temporal honours, 


* which it is probable he never would have 


*« obtained. I took the liberty to obſerve, 
- that if we attended to his birth, quality, 
and advantages in life (of which he himſelf 


makes mention in his epiſtle to Donatus) . 
| ſhould be 1 8 to conclude the cd re- 
verſe. 7 | 


Page 3 39. 1 


. not a Peer 5, ths own 1 Hiſ- 
they have cleared up to the Public! in what 
manner the following aſſertions might be re- 
conciled? When talking of the ancient apo- 
logies for the Chriſtians, in one place he 
laments that uch a cauſe avas not defended by 
abler advocates; and in another he affures 
us, that the e, ＋ the ancient apologies. 

| Was 


WAS 4 Moien to remove even the fights 9 fu fu Fa : 


om e the mind my” a candid e 


Page 47. 


His 1 on the text of Tacitus are 
. inadmiſſible. We may remark moreover, 


that though the Author tells his readers 
that ** the moſt ſceptical criticiſin 1 is obliged 
< to reſpect the truth and the integrity of 
the celebrated paſſage of that author ;” 

yet (through the moſt unaccountable | in- 


conſiſtency) he has employed near three 


quarto pages to deſtroy the credit of it.. 


In one place Dir 18 ene with | 


the appellation of the diligent .and accurate 


Suetonius ; and in another, he is ſtigmatized 


with the opprobrious ra of a greeey 
tranſlator. 


* See his Hiſt. p. 534. 


beg 65 64. 


: a 


Has the Public no right to he informed 
| 1 what authority. (for he produces 5 
are placed to the account of extravagant 
and indecent fittions, the poſitive | teſtimo- 
nies of Tertullian and Euſebius, Who fre- 
quently report the inhumanity of the Ro- 
man magiſtrates 1 in expoſing the chaſtity of 


the Chriſtian | virgins” to the licentioufneſs 
of the ſtews ? VC 


* 


Page 65. 


15 it e with 5 . of + an 


impartial Hiſtorian to refer his readers to - 


that very treatiſe of the learned Origen, a 

man of Candour. and Experience, which he 
elſewhere brands with the infamy of being 
a mutilated repreſentation ? Is he a man of 


candour, who mutilates the objections of 


5 his adverfary #2 


* 'Vindic. p. 107. 


5 Fege o. „ 


His infiauati6n of the reaſons of St. - 
| - Cyprian's flight from "Carthage, ſupported 


| by no authority whatever, is poſitively 
; contradicted by that ancient ee himſelf, . 


as 1 have ſhown. 


bas 96. 6. 


* 


Can the a imagine that the obſer⸗ 5 


F part of his readers will ſubſcribe to 
the following accounts of the Chriſtian | 

apoſtate 8 re- admiſſion into the church! 2 In 5 
one place he tells us, that 4 ſlight penance Z 
atoned for this profound ad iſimulatian; and in 

: another, it was always by flow and painful 
gradations that the Sinner, the Heretic, or 
the Apoftate a re-admitied. into ile 0e | 
of the Church. ef Tb 


8 5 122, 123. 


7 hy imputes to imprudent 2eal the condu& 


| of the African youth Maximilian, which 
8 „„ 3, 1 me 


— 


\ 


+ 8 4 


| the: N and as he himſelf confeſs, 
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effect of abſolute neceſſity. But the ſup- 


the authentic acts, Prove to have been the 


"4 preſſion of Marcellus“ s Own reaſons, both 


in his Hiſtory and Vindication, and the 
ſubſtituting other motives for his extraor- 


dinary behaviour, has a tendency beyond 


Z the ordinary effects of omiſſion. The Au- 


thor draws the relation from Ruinart, and 
boldly, tells his readers that the Centurion, 


without reaſon or provocation, in a mu- 
tinous manner, deſerted his colours and 1 in- 


ſulted his commanding officer, with every 


notorious aggravation of circumſtance = 


and, as he was convicted by his own con- 


FHeſion, he vbas condemned and beheaded for 


the crime of deſertion. But he has omitted 


from the narrative of Ruinart, from whom 
be profeſſes to recount the hiſtory, thoſe 


emphatic words, that this was on a Feſti- 
yal when the army was called upon to ſa- 
t ſuch is the condition or terms 


| « of "SE IE ſays he, that we are obliged to 


66 IEP rice to the Gods and the Emperors, 1 | 


1 renounce 


* 


b 


— 
3 i 


ET <7 29 ] 


e renounce a military life, &c. $i talis 
ce eſt. conditio militantium, ut Dis ac Im- 
4 « peratoribus ſacra facere compellantur a. 
c ecce projicio vitem & 3 renun- 
| 2 tio ſignis, & militare recuſo. 5 


j 


Trend ho 1 25 bis 3 that: 
; of the execution of Marcellus, the Centu- 


„ rion, is naturally connected with the 


8 apology of Origen, as the former de- 
0e clared by his actions, what the latter had 
| « affirmed in his writings, that the con- 
1.06 « ſcience of a devout. Chriſtian would not 
allow him to bear arms, even at the com- 
« 66 mand of his Sovereign . 2 Granting | 
this opinion of Origen' s to be Juſt ; it is 
not to him, but to Ruinart that we are to 
have recourſe for Marcellus s conduct, which 
the Author himſelf propoſes to, us as com- | 
<6. - prized 1 in a ſhort, ſimple, and {55 he be- 
< lieves). authentic narrative +.” If fo, - 
once more We . alk, "why did he omit | 


* Vindic, p. 44. | l 
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Vi 30 1 1 
that pat of the paſſage in Rulnare/ boch ; in 
his Hiſtory and Vindication, which would 
have reconciled the Centurion's conduct t o 
_ attentive. reader e 


* 


— " 
V. 93 a; 8. 
. 4. 5 A, 
|: 5 


per 


. The e the a 1 juſt be- 


e fore obſerved, between the * Advocate 


Z 4 for Marcellus and himſelf, lies 1 nr a very 


chriſtians who £ 
will the candid and impartial reader be ſatiſ- 
fed with the manner in which he endea- 
vours to exculpate himſelf for the ſuppreſ- | 


& narrow compaſs - Moſt certainly. 
And in the ſame narrow Bee (mean 
bi ſuppreſſion of one of the moſt material 
words of the text) 18 compriz ed likewiſe tlie 
difference between him and Mr. Davis con- 
cerning the martyrdom of the ſeventeen 
iffered at Alexandria +. But 


ſion of the word falſo accuſatus, falſely ac- 
euſcd, and for oppoſing his own partial rea- 
nc ke to the pre words of the text? 


* Dr. Chef. | 't vindie. P. 114. ; Ib. p. 7 | 


Will 


\ 


5 


5 46 Europe, whether a particular order, which 


* 


0 


5 „„ 
5 | Will 1 not, and with reaſon,  exclaim T” 
* cauſa r non bona pejor erit! * 


t 


But to return to Nhat When it 10 
proved (for hitherto it has not been to the 
ſatisfaction of thoſe who have read the rela- 
tion of Ruinart) that the Centurion wanton- 


ly, and without provocation, threw away the 


enſigns of his office, &c. it may then be 
„ propoſed as a caſe of conſcience to any 
40 Philoſopher, or even to any caſuiſt in 


£ cannot be reconcilediwith virtue or piety, 
diſſolves the ties of a general and lawful 
„obligation *?” It will then be time 
enough to appeal to any lawyer, to any 
„ military man, whether; under ſuch cir- 


N 


« cumſtances, the pronoun your has not a 
„ ſeditious and even treaſonable import !* 


And, according to the relation in Ruinart, 


«c 91 talis eſt conditio, &c.“ if ſuch are the 


& terms of ſeryice, Kc.“ the attentive reader 


„ Vindic. p, jW. bid 1 119. yo 
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12 K 32 - . 
may PI in We turn to any philoſopher, 
caſuiſt, lawyer, or military man, who pro- 


| feſs. themſelves Chriſtians, Th. they would 


not be abſolutely obliged to imitate the con- 
duct of Marcellus in ſimilar circumſtances; 7 
and if they can reconcile 70 virtue or piety. an - 
Foy and direct order to facrifice to 


s : * . op WY. ; 


Ts 2900 ante 1 have but nine 


1 1 theſe few objections which a complete Vin--.- . 


dication ſhould. have reconciled and cleared 


up to the Public. I now come to the ob- | 


Noxious paſſage in my. Remarks, which he | 
has ſingled out. It will be a matter of 


- ſurprize however, that he ſhould have tra» | : | 
velled through my little pamphlet as far as + 


the goth page before he could diſcover an 

| = example of ſome moment | where the 

4 gentleman had fairly ſtaked Js veracity 

% againſt ſome poſitive fact aflerted 1 in the 
« two laſt e of his Tio" 
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As 1 profeſs Truth to be the only abject : 
of all my inquiries, „ when found, I. 
mean ever to make it the ſole rule of all 
my words and. actions. I ſhall not there- 
fore attempt to juſtify, or even to palliate 
the apparent error, otherwiſe than that the 


Author's period impreſſed a very different 


idea on me than the words of St. Cyprian, 
as referred to, then did, or ſtill do; and 

that every idea, through almoſt DET 
able inattention, I expreſſed with the utmoſt 


| inaccuracy. But as the very beſt excuſes 
may not prove ſatisfactory to all readers, I 


readily give it up, as I would any other 
error or errors pointed out to me, which 1 5 
think it is the indiſpenſable duty of every: - 
man of honour to do. I ſhould. moreover 
have acknowledged my obligations to the 
Author himſelf, for pointing out my error, J. 
had he done it with hecorunge flecency: and 


good manners. 


| 8 great my inattention has been 


in this inſtance, the world will certainly 


3 judge 


} 
is 
13 
| 


x 
. 0 * 


8 1 


ny 9 ny he fault too ſeverely puniſhed by che 


mighty ſentence denounced againſt me. I am 


— 


in conſequence of it peremptorily debarred a 
- the acquaintance of the Author; an irrepara- 


ble misfortune, no doubt! But i it Was rather 


premature, one would imagine, to decline : 
the acquaintance of a perſon before it was 
ſought. He is ſcarcely aware of the mul- _ | 
tiplied force with which the argument may 


be retorted e himſelf. 


He 4 el GH; to a me place to 


the account of his theological errors, the in- 
accuracy of his geographical obſervation upon 
Paleſtine*; but he muſt, upon reflection, 
have candour enough to allow that Tacitus, 


Ammianus, Marcellinus, and Shaw were 
not author ities which E ſhould have cited to 


ſettle a theological difference between us. The 
objection which the Author made to that 
country (and indeed the ſame may be ſaid 
of many others of a ſimilar nature, ſcattered - 


Foſtſcript, p. 152. 
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through the two laſt chapters of bis hiſtory *) 


having appeared i in ' moſt of the faſhionable 


_ writings of this preſent age of free i inquiry, 
Was the ſole motive which induced n me to 


| animadyert upon 1 85 


1 am far 1 ig :nſenfble of the de- 


ä licacy of my ſituation. The Author of the 
: Vindication, who profeſſes that his religion 


is very different from that of the Reverend 


Mr. Davis +, has attempted to overpower 


me with the joint oppoſition of the whole 


| church of England. This auxiliary invoca- | 
tion of his own profeſſed opponents, has in 


it ſomething of a peculiar ſingularity ; he 


muſt entertain a ſtrange idea of thoſe who 


/ — 1 


* Such as the maxims of toleration among the An- 
cients, circumciſion, the doctrine of the immortality of 

the ſoul, &c. See them. ſolidly refuted in the Lettres de 
quelques Juifs a M. de Voltaire, 3 volumes, 8vo. (to be 
| had in London) which will ſerve as a key to the better 
underſtanding of many paſſages of importance jn the 
MOL of the Decline and Fall of thy Roman Empire, 


1 Vindic. p. 6. 
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0 could aſſociate with him! in any religious con- . 
federacy whatever. | 


* 


And ſuch N been the lberaliy 0 Ea ; 


ingenuous Author, that, under the circum- 


ſtances of my ſituation, he has put i into my 


| mouth a declaration that I am incapable of 
diftingu! jhing the limits of perſecution and tole- 
ration x. He might, but perhaps would not 
: reflect, that the man is certainly the beſt 
able to judge of the diſtinction, who, even 
in a land of freedom, has the experimental 
knowledge of the one, and labours in many 


inſtances under the privation of the other. — 


In my remarks on his Hiſtory, 1 never 
once touched upon the tenets of my own n 

perſonal perſuaſion; to fay the leaſt of it 
was equally foreign to his purpoſe. What- 

ever may be the difference between the 
5 principles of the church of England and 
mine, it is x totally immaterial to 28 ſubjeR ; 3 


5 * Poleips, p. 149. 
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we both embrace the Chriſtian, religion; we ; 
both allow the neceſſity of ſome religion in 
every. well ordered ſociety. It conſequently 
"ſhocks our religious as well as civil princi- 
+ ples when even the outworks of the Chriſtian 
35 | religion are attempted to be undermined: 
for though the behaviour of individuals is 
not the abſolute teſt of Chriſtian veracity, 


yet to arraign the conduct of the brighteſt 
ſupports of chriſtianity for the three firſt 


centuries, 1s an attack upon religion of too 


ſerious a nature to paſs over unnoticed. If 
the legiſlature does not undertake to puniſh 


it, it leaves to individuals a full e to 


counteract the attempt. 


I will fay no more of the religious; but! 


will appeal to the political principles of every 
man to determine the fatal conſequences of 


ings in this, and every other ſtate. In 


fact, we find that this ſyſtem has been al : 


ways violently oppoſed and condemned by 


the moſt noted and celebrated philoſophers ; 
of all ages, Cicero expreſſes himſelf on 
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. the ſubject, more like a Chriſtian aſcetic than 
a Heathen philoſopher, © The utility of 
< theſe opinions (viz. of the preſence of the | 
F 5 6e Gods) ſays he, no man will deny, when 
: . * conſiders how many. things are made | 
| hy facred by oaths, and how reſpectable is 
3 Wy „ that claſs of men, who are aſſured that 
| << the Gods behold and judge their. ac- 
- 85 4 tions *” And in his treatiſe on the Na- 
: ture of tlie Gods he declares in expreſs 
] | terms, that without religion there can be 
| 8 nothing but anarchy and confuſion; 1 1 
| & doubt not, he adds, if we caſt off piety | 
] % towards the gods, but that faith, ſociety, 555 
: NC = oTand that moſt excellent of all virtue, 
« juſtice, may likewiſe be deſtroyed . 
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6 I am of opinion, ſays Plutarch againſt 
Colotes the Epicurean, ! that a city might 
60 ſooner be built without any ground to 


CO fix it upon, chan a commonwealth be 


* De Legibus, lib. ii. n. 7. p. 96. 
* See the Wee e 1741, B. i. p. 4. 5 
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Plato, though conſcious of the folly of the 


vulgar belief, forbad any attempt to be made 


againſt the popular religion e ſtoic 


Balbus acknowledges that it is an impious 


and Ws” cuſtom to > Gſputs' againſt 
the Gods er Lo armor 
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z Ide the moſt inveterate atheiſts have 


frankly confeſſed the utility of religion, 


when conſidered i in a Political light. They 
agree that the excellen cy of virtue can at 
moſt but make an impreſſion upon Philo- 
ſophers and men of happy diſpoſitions; but 


that religion alone i is capable of acting upon . 


the people. Such i 1s the weakneſs and 


« perverſity of mankind, ſays a celebrated 


ce Author, that it 18 better for them to be 


Ty  bigotted to every ſuperſtition poflible, 
provided they are not of a ſanguinary 
1 caſt, than to live without religion. | Men 
always ſtand | in need of reſtraint and 


| * Tim. at Epinom. . 4 De nat. Deum lib. ji. finds 


1 although 
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% it was. much leſs dangerous to ſociety 


- 4: than to be abandoned to atheimm . 
Wherever a ſociety ſubſiſts, there. reli- 
6 Sion 18 neceſſary: the laws guard againſt 
<6 public crimes, religion curbs and reſtrains 

, thoſe that are ſecret x. The . 1 


Monteſquieu eſtabliſhes: the ſame truth. 


the Philoſophical eſſays on the human . 
| | ſtanding, thoſe, who. endeavour to diveſt 
cy the people of their prejudices in favor of 

5 religion, are treated as bad ſubjects, and . 
worſe politicians 125 Lord Bolingbroke, A. 
a letter to Dr. Swift, does not ſpeak more. 

advantageouſly of them f For Woolaſton Ace, -. 


knowledges that without religious habits. 


men would ſwerve from all virtue, and be- 
come e both ſavage and barbarous 8. 


As the Ather of the Vikdication ſeems 
indifferent a as to > the charge of impious | pg 


* Traits ſar la "C00 C. 20. + Edlay, 75 ii. p. 114. 1 

1 Mercure Helvet, May 1767 p. SHOT TIRE 

$ x5. Diſſertation of Warburton, Pa 
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not conclude this Appeal without expreſſing 5 


| theſe few, aut of the many ref] pectable opi- 


* 
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e (a 1 words, of irreligion) I could 5 


my concern, as a friend to my country and 


mankind, at the attempts which are fre- . 


quently made to deſtroy all religion what 
ever. An Eee this reaſon, I have ſelected 


nions upon thecubjedt, which have occurred 


«ot i . L 


to my memory. They are too notorigus 


and too Wines TI comment. 


725 8 3 


1 ſubmit both 6 crater PE manner ef | 


"my words and actions to the Public, and 


| © confide. | in their indulgence. that they will 
ſtill permit me to uſe that appellation, which 


J have always been, and ever ſhall be ſtu- 
dious to deſerve in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the 


word, 8 
„„ ENTLEMAN, 
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